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STATES

Alabama
SOURCE: Alabama Department of Environmental Management, Water Division - Water Quality
Program, Chapter 335, Division 6, Volume 1, Chapter 10, Water Quality Criteria: September 7, 2000.
http://www.adem.state.al.us/Regulations/Regulations/regulations.htm

335-6-10-.03 Water Use Classifications.
1. Outstanding Alabama Water
3. Swimming and Other Whole Body Water-Contact Sports
5. Fish and Wildlife
6. Limited Warmwater Fishery
7. Agricultural and Industrial Water Supply

335-6-10-.04 Antidegradation Policy.
(1) The purpose and intent of the water quality standards is to conserve the waters of the State of

Alabama and to protect, maintain and improve the quality thereof for public water supplies, for
the propagation of wildlife, fish and aquatic life, and for domestic, agricultural, industrial,
recreational and other legitimate beneficial uses; and to provide for the prevention, abatement
and control of new or existing water pollution.

(4) Where high quality waters constitute an outstanding National resource, such as waters of
national and state parks and wildlife refuges and waters of exceptional recreational or ecological
significance, that water quality shall be maintained and protected.

(5) Developments constituting a new or increased source of thermal pollution shall assure that such
release will not impair the propagation of a balanced indigenous population of fish and aquatic
life.

335-6-10-.06 Minimum Conditions Applicable to All State Waters. The following minimum conditions
are applicable to all State waters, at all places and at all times, regardless of their uses:

(c) State waters shall be free from substances attributable to sewage, industrial wastes or other
wastes in concentrations or combinations which are toxic or harmful to human, animal or
aquatic life to the extent commensurate with the designated usage of such waters. 

335-6-10-.09 Specific Water Quality Criteria.
(1) OUTSTANDING ALABAMA WATER

(a) Best usage of waters: activities consistent with the natural characteristics of the waters.
(b) Conditions related to best usage:

1. High quality waters that constitute an outstanding Alabama resource, such as waters of
state parks and wildlife refuges and waters of exceptional recreational or ecological
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significance, may be considered for classification as an Outstanding Alabama Water
(OAW).

(3) SWIMMING AND OTHER WHOLE BODY WATER-CONTACT SPORTS
(b) Conditions related to best usage: ... The quality of waters will also be suitable for the

propagation of fish, wildlife and aquatic life. The quality of salt waters and estuarine waters
to which this classification is assigned will be suitable for the propagation and harvesting of
shrimp and crabs.

(5) FISH AND WILDLIFE
(a) Best usage of waters: fishing, propagation of fish, aquatic life, and wildlife...
(b) Conditions related to best usage: the waters will be suitable for fish, aquatic life and wildlife

propagation. The quality of salt and estuarine waters to which this classification is assigned
will also be suitable for the propagation of shrimp and crabs.

(e)  Specific criteria:

3. Temperature:

(ii) The maximum temperature in streams, lakes, and reservoirs in the Tennessee and
Cahaba River Basins, and for that portion of the Tallapoosa River Basin from the tailrace
of Thurlow Dam at Tallassee downstream to the junction of the Coosa and Tallapoosa
Rivers which has been designated by the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources as supporting smallmouth bass, sauger, or walleye, shall not exceed 86° F.

(vi) In all waters the normal daily and seasonal temperature variations that were present
before the addition of artificial heat shall be maintained, and there shall be no thermal block
to the migration of aquatic organisms.

(vii)Thermal permit limitations in NPDES permits may be less stringent than those required
by subparagraphs (i)-(iv) hereof when a showing by the discharger has been made pursuant
to Section 316 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (FWPCA), 33 U.S.C. §1251 et
seq. or pursuant to a study of an equal or more stringent nature required by the State of
Alabama authorized by Title 22, Section 22-22-9(c), Code of Alabama, 1975, that such
limitations will assure the protection and propagation of a balanced, indigenous population
of shellfish, fish and wildlife, in and on the body of water to which the discharge is made.
Any such demonstration shall take into account the interaction of the thermal discharge
component with other pollutants discharged.

4. Dissolved oxygen:

(i) For a diversified warm water biota, including game fish, daily dissolved oxygen
concentrations shall not be less than 5 mg/l at all times; except under extreme conditions
due to natural causes, it may range between 5 mg/l and 4 mg/l, provided that the water
quality is favorable in all other parameters.  The normal seasonal and daily fluctuations shall
be maintained above these levels.  In no event shall the dissolved oxygen level be less than
4 mg/l due to discharges from existing hydroelectric generation impoundments.  All new
hydroelectric generation impoundments, including addition of new hydroelectric generation
units to existing impoundments, shall be designed so that the discharge will contain at least
5 mg/l dissolved oxygen where practicable and technologically possible.  The Environmental
Protection Agency, in cooperation with the State of Alabama and parties responsible for
impoundments, shall develop a program to improve the design of existing facilities.  

(iv) In the application of dissolved oxygen criteria referred to above, dissolved oxygen shall
be measured at a depth of 5 feet in waters 10 feet or greater in depth; and for those waters
less than 10 feet in depth, dissolved oxygen criteria will be applied at mid-depth.

5. Toxic substances attributable to sewage, industrial wastes, or other wastes: only such
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amounts, whether alone or in combination with other substances, as will not exhibit acute toxicity
or chronic toxicity, as demonstrated by effluent toxicity testing or by application of numeric
criteria given in Rule 335-6-10-.07, to fish and aquatic life, including shrimp and crabs in
estuarine or salt waters or the propagation thereof.

6. Taste, odor, and color-producing substances attributable to sewage, industrial wastes, or
other wastes: only such amounts, whether alone or in combination with other substances, as will
not exhibit acute toxicity or chronic toxicity, as demonstrated by effluent toxicity testing or by
application of numeric criteria given in Rule 335-6-10-.07, to fish and aquatic life, including
shrimp and crabs in estuarine and salt waters or adversely affect the propagation thereof; impair
the palatability or marketability of fish and wildlife or shrimp and crabs in estuarine and salt
waters; or unreasonably affect the aesthetic value of waters for any use under this classification.

(6) LIMITED WARMWATER FISHERY
(a) The (a) The provisions of the Fish and Wildlife water use classification at Rule 335-6-10-.09(5)

shall apply to the Limited Warmwater Fishery water use classification, except as noted below.
Unless alternative criteria for a given parameter are provided in paragraph (e) below, the
applicable Fish and Wildlife criteria at paragraph 10-.09(5)(e) shall apply year-round. At the time
the Department proposes to assign the Limited Warmwater Fishery classification to a specific
waterbody, the Department may apply criteria from other classifications within this chapter if
necessary to protect a documented, legitimate existing use. 

(7) AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL WATER SUPPLY
(b) Conditions related to best usage:

(i) The waters, except for natural impurities which may be present therein, will be suitable for
... fish survival... 

335-6-10-.10 Special Designations.
(1) OUTSTANDING NATIONAL RESOURCE WATER

(a) Designation:
1. High quality waters that constitute an outstanding National resource, such as waters of

national and state parks and wildlife refuges and waters of exceptional recreational or
ecological significance, may be considered for designation as an Outstanding National
Resource Water (ONRW). For waters designated as ONRW, existing water quality shall be
maintained and protected.


